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Khan Academy is a not-for-profit organization with the mission to pro-
vide a free world-class education for anyone, anywhere.  Khan Acad-
emy provides free online educational materials such as instructional 
videos, assessment exercises, dashboard analytics and teacher tools.  
All of this is designed to support a more personalized learning experi-
ence for students.  By using these tools, teachers are better positioned 
to meet the needs of each and every one of their students.

The Khan Academy in Idaho pilot is funded by the J.A. and Kathryn 
Albertson Foundation.  The Albertson 
Foundation is a Boise-based, private 
family foundation whose mission is to 
discover, develop and expand envi-
ronments of limitless learning for all 
Idahoans.  Joe and Kathryn Albertson, 
who created the Albertsons grocery 
store chain, established the foundation in the late 1960’s giving to a 
variety of causes within Idaho where they met, married and raised 
their family.  For the last 17 years, the Foundation has contributed 
more than $600 million to improve Idaho’s education system.  Today, 
the foundation focuses on transforming how Idahoans learn through 
learning innovations such as Khan Academy in Idaho.

Founder Sal Khan came to Idaho in the spring of 2012 presenting his 
vision for anytime, anywhere learning to a packed house at the Egyp-
tian Theatre in downtown Boise.  During 
his visit, hosted by the Albertson founda-
tion, Sal presented a video cast exclusively 
for Idaho teachers drawing hundreds of 
educators from across the state interested 
in learning how to effectively use Khan in 
Idaho classrooms.  In the fall of 2012, a free 
Khan Academy workshop drew more than 
200 educators and the idea for a pilot was 
born.  According to Khan Academy, more than 30,000 classrooms all 
over the world are currently using the site. But this pilot represented 
the first time Khan Academy partnered to tackle the math education of 
an entire state.

Your child’s school is one of nearly 50 across 
Idaho that is participating in the nation’s first 
statewide pilot of Khan Academy.

What is Khan Academy?

Who is funding this
initiative?

Why Idaho?  

Sal Khan in Boise.



The goal of the pilot project is to accelerate the use of Khan Academy 
in Idaho and increase student achievement in math.  In 2009, 62% of 
Idaho eighth graders at or below basic in math on the National Assess-
ment for Education Progress.  In 2013, that percentage rose to 63%.   
More than six in 10 Idaho 4th and 8th graders are not proficient in 
math.   
     Moreover, the future of Idaho’s economy and the vitality of our com-
munities depends upon the ability of citizens to create and fill jobs in 
fields that don’t even exist today.  While we don’t know what many of 
these careers will look like, projections tell us the workforce of the fu-
ture will require greater proficiency in reading, writing and math.  We 
must do more to help Idaho’s students succeed and compete in this 
21st century economy. 

During the 2013-14 school year, 47 schools and 194 teachers partici-
pated in the first Khan Academy Pilot project for the state of Idaho.  
That was a tremendous year of watching student’s grow and learn.   
Because of the noticeable results, the Albertson Foundation chose to 
enter into a second pilot year using Khan Academy.
    For the 2014-15 school year, a group of teachers were chosen from 
the first pilot whose students experienced the highest degree of 
academic growth.  These teachers were asked to identify two other 
teachers eager to learn how to integrate Khan Academy into their 
math classroom.  Your child is now in a classroom that is either being 
taught by a teacher in their second year of Khan Academy use, or a 
teacher who is being mentored by a teacher with a strong track record.  
Your child’s school has received a grant to support the technology and 
professional development training for the educators involved in the 
pilot. 

With their teacher as guide, your child will be using Khan Academy’s 
online interactive exercises in math.  They will work through practice 
problems with step-by-step hints and suggested videos. A dashboard 
will provide real-time data on how your child is doing allowing the 
teacher to provide personalized attention exactly when your student 
needs it. 
     

There are several advantages to using Khan Academy in the classroom:
•	 When there is a range of ability levels in one class, Khan Academy 

can be used to meet each student’s needs, all at the same time.
•	 Students can use the exercises, videos and dashboards to access 

What is the goal of Khan
Academy in Idaho?

Why my child’s school?

How will my child use Khan Academy 
in the classroom?

What are the advantages to using 
Khan Academy in a classroom 
setting?

The goal of the pilot project is to accelerate the 
use of Khan Academy in Idaho and personal-
ized learning to increase student achievement 
in math. 



the unique content and skills they need to learn.
•	 Teachers have access to reports that enable them to focus their 

attention on students who need it most -- including students 
who are struggling or those who are ready for more challenges.

Parents are encouraged to have their child use Khan Academy at 
home too!

Teachers will use Khan Academy in a variety of ways in their class-
rooms.  Some will supplement their curriculum, while others will inte-
grate Khan Academy much more heavily.  In any case, Khan Academy 
is designed to give each student more personalized attention.  Teach-
ers are given powerful tools that enable them to focus more on indi-
vidual areas of strengths and weaknesses for each of their students.
     Khan Academy is designed to align with the curriculum that each 
building and teacher is already using.  As Idaho classrooms align 
with Idaho Core Standards it will be a simple adjustment to use Khan 
Academy to support that transition.  Grade level missions in Khan 
Academy are aligned with the  Common Core math content.

Khan Academy in Idaho teachers will implement Khan Academy in a 
way that is best suited for their situation, so each classroom may be 
different.   Some of the ways in which Khan may be implemented in 
classrooms include:
•	 Using	Khan	Academy	as	a	core	part	of	the	curriculum.	Teachers 

align Khan Academy exercises and videos to their curriculum and 
assign them as part of a unit. Students work through tasks at their 
own pace, and teachers use real-time data to identify and work 
directly with students who need help, and modify lessons based 
on students’ needs.  The goal? Build math confidence and compe-
tence. 

•	 Giving	students	time	each	week	to	focus	on	Khan	Academy	exercises	
that	accelerate	their	growth	at	a	pace	that	meets	their	need.		Under 
the guidance of their teacher, students use Khan Academy to 
work on topics below, at, or above grade level, depending on 
their individual needs.

•	 Creating	a	learning	lab	for	extra	practice. In addition to their regu-
lar math class, students might go to a computer lab to do Khan 
Academy exercises or watch videos to reinforce the concepts 
learned in class. Learning labs can also be used for remediation or 
to allow advanced students to go beyond grade level.

How will my child’s classroom 
experience change as a result 
of this program?

What will a typical day be like in 
a Khan Academy classroom?

Want to find out how your child is using Khan 
Academy in class?  Create an account and sign 
up to be your child’s coach.  Find out how at 
KhanIdaho.org.  



Using technology in education is a new and innovative space, and 
Idahoan educators are blazing a trail with the Khan Academy in Idaho 
project.  We are collecting data throughout this pilot so that we can 
better understand the experiences of teachers and students across 
the state.  The goal is to find the practices that yield success and share 
those practices with more teachers and students.

Your child’s privacy is taken very seriously and will be protected.  Indi-
vidual student information will not be released or published.

The Khan Academy in Idaho pilot complies with all state and federal 
data policy, guidelines and restrictions.

The data will provide valuable lessons about how best to support 
teachers to integrate personalized learning in Idaho classrooms.  Spe-
cifically:
•	 How can a teacher best use the information they have to personal-

ize the learning experience for each student?
•	 What are the most successful methods for teaching in a blended 

learning environment (an environment in which the strengths of 
the teacher are combined with the best use of technology)?

•	 What motivates a student to learn? Is there a way to encourage 
students who have struggled in a traditional classroom to enjoy 
the process of learning math?

“We truly believe that the Idaho project has the 
capability of being a model for the rest of the 
world.”   Sal Khan, Khan Academy Founder 

What data is being collected as part 
of this project?

How will the data be used?


